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Courses at any University across the 
UK in;

• Medicine

• Dentistry

• Veterinary Sciences 

Any courses at either:

• Oxford University

• Cambridge University

What is Early Entry?

Early Entry is the process of applying for certain highly academic courses or 
Universities. 

What is Early Entry?



Why is it called Early Entry?

•UCAS deadline for equal consideration is late January 

•UCAS deadline for Early Entry is mid-October 



What is the difference?What is the difference?

• Early Entry courses and Universities have a different structure of 
applications and may require additional entrance tests / scores 
such as;

- BMAT (BioMedical Admissions Test)

- UCAT (University Clinical Aptitude Test)
- LNAT (The Law National Aptitude Test)
- Specific tests for different courses / Universities 

• These tests require students to register between the 1 – 30 
September and take time to prepare for. 

• Early Entry courses also require a different interview structure



How students prepare How students prepare 

•Places for Early Entry Universities and courses are highly 
competitive and therefore students need to be preparing 
their application throughout Year 12. This will involve many 
different extra curricular activities 



Throughout year 12 students will need to think about;

•Work Experience opportunities 

•Additional courses (EPQ?)

• Extra-curricular activities

•Personal statement preparation

How students prepareHow students prepare 



Students may think about;
•Volunteering / work experience in an appropriate medical 

setting
•Additional talks and lectures put on by local universities they 

can attend
•Online courses to support their knowledge (MOOCs)
• Engaging with additional college opportunities 
•Preparation for BMAT and UCAT (half term / summer 

schools)

Medicine, Dentistry and Vet. Sciences 



Students may think about;

•Volunteering / work experience in an appropriate industry

•Additional talks and lectures put on by local universities they 
can attend

•Online courses to support their knowledge (MOOCs)

• Engaging with additional college opportunities 

How to prepare: Oxford and Cambridge



• Personal statement support and feedback 
• Mock interviews (industry, medical and Oxbridge)
• Interview preparation and support
• Extra-curriculum activities offered
• Summer plans and guidance
• Regular Early Entry meetings 
• Working with Russell Group Universities 
• NHS Doctor mentor / support
• Talks and guidance from successful Early Entry ex-students
• Work Experience guidance

Support through Sixth Form



• September – October: First meeting, student identified and self-
selected

• October – November: First Early Entry meeting, process explained 

• November – February: Support for extra curricular guidance, 
working with NHS contacts and mentors

• February – April: Volunteering and Work Experience placements 
support

• April – June: Personal statement guidance

• July: First set of mock interviews, Work Experience, Futures Week, 
Summer guidance

Time Line of Support – Year 12 



• September: Personal statement 1 – 1 support, mock 
interviews and feedback, admissions testing 

•October: Applications deadline and references

•October – December: Mock interviews and guidance 

Time Line of Support – Year 13



Young people should be thinking about;

•Curriculum choices, 3.5 model (EPQ, Core Maths, Further 
Maths, Language)

•Core curriculum choices 
• Chemistry & Biology for Medicine & Vet. Dentistry
• Maths / Further Maths for Economics
• Refer to UCAS.com

Things to think about now

https://www.ucas.com/


Extended Project 
Qualification



Extended Project Qualification.

•An extra qualification worth more than one AS level; i.e. 50% 
of an A level.

•Based on a topic chosen by the student. 

•A 5000 word essay

•An artefact OR An event.



What is it worth?



Some examples: essays:

• Analysing linguistic patterns in the transcripts of mindfulness 
lesson resources in an educational setting- what does this reveal?

• Which is more effective in terms of treating anxiety: hypnotherapy 
or anxiolytic drugs, and why?

• Does the system of drug testing at festivals result in significant 
harm reduction?

• The impact of stress in sporting performance and how to combat 
this.

• Was Shackleton a good leader and why?

• Is social media detrimental for our mental health and why?



Artefacts And Events

• Short film
• Music CD or video produced for charity
• The challenges of designing and building a boat
• Eco fashion
• Creation of a computer game
• A DVD: how to play the guitar
• Created a sporting activity that made a difference to childrens’ 

lives
• Organised a fashion show for charity.
• Created a website for a real organisation; evaluated it and 

improved it.
• Set up a sixth form blog, edit and moderate it and evaluate 

impact.

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vogue.com%2Ffashion&psig=AOvVaw38Cj98o1Dm2lF7rruPgWRA&ust=1605518025830000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIjI_-6ahO0CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAF
https://www.google.co.uk/aclk?sa=l&ai=DChcSEwjOwrvimoTtAhU_GgYAHULgCZkYABAMGgJ3cw&sig=AOD64_0A04PTKewHXm77SEDdOBHaGx5Z6A&adurl&ctype=5&ved=2ahUKEwjI4a_imoTtAhUIeRoKHcjICF0Qvhd6BAgBEHU


• Assigned a tutor/supervisor

• Three hours a fortnight

Who is it suitable for?

• Anyone who wants to extend their interest in a subject (to study 
at university?)

• To build on passions/hobbies outside of school

• Subject to help with a future career 

• BUT- make sure it doesn’t jeopardise grades (100+ hours worth!)

• Separate from anything already done.

How is it taught?



• Independent learning

• Planning, organising yourself

• Research skills, analyse and evaluate 
data/information

• You can think creatively, problem solve, 
think flexibly

• Taking the initiative and responsibility for 
your own project

• Be a reflective learner.

• Delivering a presentation

What skills are gained?

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tes.com%2Fteaching-resource%2Fextended-project-qualification-posters-11514554&psig=AOvVaw1OXiAIsjZyB6nDmLWbireH&ust=1605518194977000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCKDl0L-bhO0CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE


How is it assessed?

• 20% marks for the organisation of the 
project

• 20% of marks for  research skills/use of 
resources

• 40% for how well the plan is realised and 
• For trouble shooting.
• 20% for reviewing and reflecting on 

progress and evaluating the project.

• THE PROCESS IS AS IMPORTANT AS THE 
PRODUCT.

• THE PRODUCTION LOG EVIDENCES THIS.

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fslideplayer.com%2Fslide%2F9018411%2F&psig=AOvVaw1xlYJ9IRH-hQuchfuoqzVL&ust=1605518782001000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJDCu9edhO0CFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE


• Exeter university – general entry 
requirements:-

• ‘ We expect students to extend 
their studies beyond their A level 
subjects’

•Cambridge university;- ‘The 
potential benefits of the Extended 
Project are enormous..’

•Great for personal statements

What The Universities Say…



MOOCs

•Massive Online Open Course

• Free courses for anyone. Delivered by universities.

• Fantastic free resources

•My-mooc.com



MOOCs



MOOCs



MOOCs Future Learn


