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Hello again for another week.  I hope that many of you are looking forward to returning to College 

and a partial sense of normality from next week.  As I previously mentioned, the experience will be 

very different from normal, but I’m sure everyone will take it in their stride and benefit greatly from 

the learning opportunity. Indeed, being able to spend whole days on particular subjects should 

facilitate really rapid coverage of material.  Please make sure that you have read all of the 

communications sent to you and your parents prior to coming into College, so that you are fully 

prepared.  If you have any questions or require further support, please email 

Year12Support@ivybridge.devon.sch.uk.  

Coincident with your return to college, there will be a 

change in how we communicate the messages that 

have been included in these bulletins over recent weeks. 

On Monday, 15 June, I will release a video message to 

you all, which will be followed up by a request from your 

Tutor to meet virtually on Microsoft Teams at some point 

over the course of the week.  This process will be 

repeated again in the week commencing 29 June, and 

in the final week of the Summer Term, you will be aware 

that you have the opportunity to come into College and 

spend a day with your Tutor Group as part of our Futures 

Week.  We are looking for full participation in the Teams Tutor Group meetings, as we really want to 

ensure that you are receiving the pastoral support that you deserve.  Moreover, the sessions will be a 

further source of news and information for you – more of the kind of things that would have been in 

this weekly bulletin.  The sessions will be recorded, however, so that you can still watch the messages 

if your seminar day clashes with the meeting time.  I know you will all have varying experiences of 

using Teams for interacting with your teachers and classes, and if you haven’t yet used the 

application, full details of how to set yourself up can be found here.  

 

Wellbeing 

Following on from last week, I’m really hoping that having some time in College will allow you to 

continue to reconnect with others.  Again, we must all remember to follow the government 

guidance, not only to keep yourself safe but to prevent the spreading of the virus in the general 

population.  You are playing your part by following the social distancing rules. 

This week, Mrs Ryder has provided us with some more top tips for maintaining good mental wellbeing 

during isolation (see overleaf).  Many of you may also have found some positive aspects of 

lockdown, though, and it is just as important to recognise what you have enjoyed as spending time 

countering the negative aspects.  I think many people are taking this current opportunity to reassess 

what is important to them in life going forward, and for you guys, at your age, you can make 

changes that could last over half a century! 

As ever, please feel free to contact Mrs Street (sstreet@ivybridge.devon.sch.uk) or Ms Daniel 

(kdaniel@ivybridge.devon.sch.uk) if you would like to discuss pastoral support available.  

 

mailto:Year12Support@ivybridge.devon.sch.uk
https://www.ivybridge.devon.sch.uk/_site/data/files/sept%202019/05D2A56567E1C3201E67D642F3923578.pdf
mailto:sstreet@ivybridge.devon.sch.uk
mailto:kdaniel@ivybridge.devon.sch.uk
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Home Learning 

Hopefully, you have either self-marked your Diagnostic Assessment tasks or have received them 

back, marked, from your teachers.  You should now be part way through the all-important process 

of reflecting on your performance.  Remember, you need to complete a self-reflection sheet for 

each subject in which you sat an assessment by Wednesday, 17 June, e-mailing your completed 

self-reflection forms to both your teachers and your Tutor.  They will comment on your action points 

to address gaps over the Summer Term, helping to steer you in the right direction. 

You should have seen an e-mail I sent in the week containing an exemplar self-reflection sheet, 

illustrating the level of detail we are looking for.  It is shown again here. 
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Coronavirus Tutoring  

The Coronavirus Tutoring Initiative (CTI) was set up upon the announcement of school closures in 

March by several Oxbridge students in connection with Project Access (https://projectaccess.org/). 

They aim to ensure that no student misses out on their education over the coming months by 

connecting young people who need free tutoring with university students.  So far, they are 

averaging a new sign-up every 10 minutes, and they have thousands of fully-safeguarding trained 

tutors already teaching, but they want this to increase.  More information can be found on their 

website: https://coronavirustutoring.co.uk/about.  This facility is free to anyone, although it is aimed 

students who cannot afford private tuition.  So, if you feel like you’d benefit from a free tutor, take a 

look! 

Weekly news quiz 

The weekly quiz continues to be available on Socrative at https://b.socrative.com/login/student/. 

Enter the Room named SIXTHFORMQUIZ. 

The Oxford Union Podcast Series 

As you may know, the Oxford Union 

is the debating society at the 

University of Oxford and the largest 

student society in the world.  Each term, they host visits from world leaders and celebrities in their 

prestigious debating chamber: Presidents Nixon, Carter, and Reagan; the leaders of the March for 

our Lives movement; and the journalists who broke the Harvey Weinstein story have all engaged with 

the union.  They also host debates on some of the key issues of our times, from President Trump’s 

impeachment, the rise of authoritarianism, to solving Climate Change.  

This term, they have put together the Oxford Union podcast series, since business as usual is 

impossible.  This has two advantages: their speakers come from an even more international 

background, and their content is now available freely to anyone who might be interested as 

podcasts. 

Between April 27 and June 20, their podcasts play host to leading politicians, journalists, activists and 

actors.  This includes Gina Miller, Ted Cruz, Katya Adler, Brian O’Driscoll, Loretta Lynch, Christina 

Lamb, Jeb Bush, the Executive Director of UNAIDS, Jane Goodall, and the Chief Scientist of WHO.  

They also host debate style roundtable discussions, on issues ranging from Afghanistan, Russia and 

the future of the Democratic Party, to the Refugee Crisis.  Four of these sixteen podcasts are part of 

a special series on the COVID-19 crisis, in addition to which they have four further weekend specials 

such as our most recent book club episode. 

Linked here is their online termcard, which contains the full line up of podcasts, including release 

dates and timings.  These would be well worth a listen for interest or as a super-curricular activity. 

 

https://projectaccess.org/
https://coronavirustutoring.co.uk/about
https://b.socrative.com/login/student/
https://issuu.com/oxfordunion/docs/oxford_union_trinity_term_2020_termcard
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Your future 

I can confirm that we have reserved the last week of the Summer Term for focusing on your futures. 

The plans are currently being made, but the day will be tailored to your plans, with sessions from 

applying to university and student finance, to understanding apprenticeships, CV writing and 

interview skills.  You’ll be with your Tutor Group all day, and, importantly, there will be some time for a 

personal discussion with your Tutor, so that we know how to best support you. 

If you have logged into Unifrog recently, you may have noticed that you have been associated with 

your classes and subject teachers.  This is to help us organise the writing of your subject references, 

which we use for university applications and future reference requests.  You won’t be able to see 

these on Unifrog, but they will be shared with you as part of an end-of-year report in July. 

Uni Taster Tuesdays 
 

The popular series of UniTaster 

Tuesday events will continue for 

the rest of the year. 

During these events, different 

guest universities deliver impartial 

sessions on important aspects of 

university guidance, alongside a 

moderated Q&A.  Events are up 

to an hour in length and are 

hosted at 9.30am, 12pm and 

3pm every Tuesday, with 

different topics and subjects 

each week.  Bookings for future webinars, as well as recordings and resources from events previously 

hosted are now available on the new UniTaster Tuesday event hub at: 

https://www.unitasterdays.com/tuesdays 

In addition to general university guidance topics such as personal statements and student finance, 

subject specific events are available here too, including an introduction to studying Medicine, Law 

and Engineering. 

Discover University – University of Exeter 

The University of Exeter’s programme continues this month – details of all of their events are below. 

https://www.unitasterdays.com/common/ect.aspx?trackId=3&t=2&f=24&mid=7060&ds=09/06/2020&url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.unitasterdays.com%2ftuesdays
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