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COVID 19 Update

Hello again for another week. | hope that many of you are looking forward to returning to College
and a partial sense of normality from next week. As | previously mentioned, the experience will be
very different from normal, but I'm sure everyone will take it in their stride and benefit greatly from
the learning opportunity. Indeed, being able to spend whole days on particular subjects should
facilitate really rapid coverage of material. Please make sure that you have read all of the
communications sent to you and your parents prior fo coming into College, so that you are fully
prepared. If you have any questions or require further support, please email
Year12Support@ivybridge.devon.sch.uk.

Coincident with your return to college, there will be a
change in how we communicate the messages that
have been included in these bulletins over recent weeks.
On Monday, 15 June, | will release a video message to
you all, which will be followed up by a request from your
Tutor to meet virtually on Microsoft Teams at some point
over the course of the week. This process will be
repeated again in the week commencing 29 June, and
in the final week of the Summer Term, you will be aware
that you have the opportunity to come into College and
spend a day with your Tutor Group as part of our Futures
Week. We are looking for full porhmpohon in the Teams Tutor Group meetings, as we really want to
ensure that you are receiving the pastoral support that you deserve. Moreover, the sessions will be a
further source of news and information for you — more of the kind of things that would have been in
this weekly bullefin. The sessions will be recorded, however, so that you can sfill watch the messages
if your seminar day clashes with the meeting time. | know you will all have varying experiences of
using Teams for interacting with your teachers and classes, and if you haven't yet used the
application, full details of how to set yourself up can be found here.

Wellbeing

Following on from last week, I'm really hoping that having some time in College will allow you to
confinue to reconnect with others. Again, we must all remember to follow the government
guidance, not only to keep yourself safe but to prevent the spreading of the virus in the general
populatfion. You are playing your part by following the social distancing rules.

This week, Mrs Ryder has provided us with some more top tips for maintaining good mental wellbeing
during isolatfion (see overleaf). Many of you may also have found some positive aspects of
lockdown, though, and it is just as important to recognise what you have enjoyed as spending time
countering the negative aspects. | think many people are taking this current opportunity to reassess
what is important to them in life going forward, and for you guys, at your age, you can make
changes that could last over half a century!

As ever, please feel free to contact Mrs Street (sstreet@ivybridge.devon.sch.uk) or Ms Daniel
(kdaniel@ivybridge.devon.sch.uk) if you would like to discuss pastoral support available.
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Home Learning

Hopefully, you have either self-marked your Diagnostic Assessment tasks or have received them
back, marked, from your teachers. You should now be part way through the all-important process
of reflecting on your performance. Remember, you need to complete a self-reflection sheet for
each subject in which you sat an assessment by Wednesday, 17 June, e-mailing your completed
self-reflection forms to both your teachers and your Tutor. They will comment on your action points
to address gaps over the Summer Term, helping to steer you in the right direction.

You should have seen an e-mail | sent in the week containing an exemplar self-reflection sheet,
illustrating the level of detail we are looking for. It is shown again here.

Name: Tom Kershaw Subject: Chemistry

Assessment Reflection
| was most confident on...

I felt confident on most of the Section A multiple choice guestions, particularly those from Elements of Life, covering electron configurations and
shapes of molecules. | approached these questions using some of the tips from the video guide before the assessment, such as checking all of the
choices fo make sure | am not missing something in the question and excluding clearly wrong answers first, such as oxygen and sulfur dicxide from the
electrolysis guestion [a. 8). From the longer answer questions in Secfion B, l'was confident on Guestion 21, which focused on rates of reaction, despite
a slip up on the graph plotting! | was happy that | answered the K. guestion comactly - | hod done some practice on this area.

| was most challenged by...

Questions on organic reactions — beth in Section A and in Question 4 of 3ection B. | scored lower on these guestions. | was confuzed between the
different reaction types, and | need fo map ocut all of the different reaction fypes so | can see the bigger piciure. Despite answering the K quesiion
comectly, | mode mistakes on the concentration questions [a. 22] - active mistakes, as | had no idea how to approach this type of guestion. | need
specific help with the reaction products in g. 24, as | am still not sure about the different ways of forming esters and how fo drow the products.

Revision and independent learning activities | found most useful:

I had success recalling factual information where | had used the specification explosion method of revision, actively trying to recall the details of
each of the specificafion points and consulting my notes to check my understanding. | didn 't have time to do this for the most recent Whatsina
Medicine module, and | scored poorer on the organic topics. My past-paper quesfion practice for Developing Fuels seemed to work. Here, when |
found | was poor at certain questions, | found other, similar guestions in the guestion packs on Handowfs and did plenty of more examples to make
sure didn’t slip vp again.

Teacher tasks/lesson activities that | found most useful:

Throughout the year, | found teaching most effective when after receiving the theory, we were given past-paper guestions and shown how the
topics would ke assesed. This guided the type of revision | camied out. | ako appreciated completing gquestions as a chass in a structured manner
before being released to do similar questions in pairs and then individually. The online videos on YouTube that inked to the OCR A course that we
were suggested during College closure were also very helpful, and | will use these gaoing foravard.

Where you made mistakes in your assessment, what type of mistakes were they? (Active, Slip-
up or Blackout — see next page):

Blackouts with regard fo crganic chemisiry reactions and some group 2 chemistry: active mistakes on concentration calculations/ffitrations; and slip-
ups on guestions ke graph drowing and q. 23b designing o method. | knew all of the content to do the latter, but didn't read the guestion effectively
and mizsed the markwerthy points that the wording was directing fowarnds.

Where are the key gaps in my learning?

Organic chemistry - knowledge of reaction types and organic synthesis, largely from Developing Fuels and What's in a Medicine® modules. In
particular, reacticns of alkenes and chemistry of the -OH group. Phencl i not in my vocabulary!

Handiing numerical guestions, especially those involving solufions, such as fitrations. | do not really understand the method for tackling these.

Group 2 chemistry: in particular, themal stakility of group 2 carbonates. Guestion 22 highlighted some fundamental misunderstanding hers, as |
didn't appreciate the ionic nature of the compounds but covalent bonding within the caroonate ion.

More broadly speaking, | was lucky that radical reactions weren't examined — | need to go back over The Ozone Story and lock ot the mechanizm of
radical subsfitution.

Action to address gaps over the remainder of the Summer Term
(Initially complete this section yourself; your teacher will provide additional guidance after you submit
this form to them.)

. With crganic chemistry, |intend to read over my notes and the textbook chapter and pull cut all of the organic reactions, making a
reaction map that links them together from alkane, alkenes, alcohols and esters. | will classify each reacfion fype and drow mechanizms
where we need to know them [will check specification]. | will then use the Jources of Exira Guesfions in Handoufs to find Applied Crganic
questions fo test my understanding.

. Faor titrafions, | will find the relevant Chem Factsheef, as this helped me with K. calculations. | may use Jim Clark's calculafion book, as |
know this has helped a friend. | need fo write myself a method first and then do lots of examples.

. | need to relearn group 2 chemistry — D will use the textbocok and my notes, but | will also consult Chemguide, as perhaps he will explain the
thermal stakility in @ way that might resenate with me.

. With regards o the slip-ups | made, | will add these to my Learning Points Sheet, which | will review before | take my next test, hopefully not
making the same mistake again!

. | need to finish reviewing my notes on the Czone Sfory to cover radical sulbstifution reactions.

. l'want, also, to get a better handle on purification techniques from What's in o Medicine # but am unsure how to go about this. Any ideas
gratefully eceived.
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Coronavirus Tutoring

The Coronavirus Tutoring Initiative (CTl) was set up upon the announcement of school closures in
March by several Oxbridge students in connection with Project Access (https://projectaccess.org/).
They aim to ensure that no student misses out on their education over the coming months by
connecting young people who need free tutoring with university students. So far, they are
averaging a new sign-up every 10 minutes, and they have thousands of fully-safeguarding trained
tutors already teaching, but they want this to increase. More information can be found on their
website: https://coronavirustutoring.co.uk/about. This facility is free to anyone, although it is aimed
students who cannot afford private tuition. So, if you feel like you'd benefit from a free tutor, take a
look!

Weekly news quiz

The weekly quiz continues to be available on Socrafive at https://b.socrative.com/login/student/.
Enter the Room named SIXTHFORMQUIZ.

The Oxford Union Podcast Series

As you may know, the Oxford Union
is the debating society at the
University of Oxford and the largest
student society in the world. Each term, they host visits from world leaders and celebrities in their
prestigious debating chamber: Presidents Nixon, Carter, and Reagan; the leaders of the March for
our Lives movement; and the journalists who broke the Harvey Weinstein story have all engaged with
the union. They also host debates on some of the key issues of our times, from President Trump’'s
impeachment, the rise of authoritarianism, to solving Climate Change.

This term, they have put together the Oxford Union podcast series, since business as usual is
impossible. This has two advantages: their speakers come from an even more international
background, and their content is now available freely to anyone who might be interested as
podcasts.

Between April 27 and June 20, their podcasts play host to leading politicians, journalists, activists and
actors. This includes Gina Miller, Ted Cruz, Katya Adler, Brian O'Driscoll, Loretta Lynch, Christina
Lamb, Jeb Bush, the Executive Director of UNAIDS, Jane Goodall, and the Chief Scientist of WHO.

They also host debate style roundtable discussions, on issues ranging from Afghanistan, Russia and
the future of the Democratic Party, to the Refugee Crisis. Four of these sixteen podcasts are part of
a special series on the COVID-19 crisis, in addition to which they have four further weekend specials
such as our most recent book club episode.

Linked here is their online termcard, which contains the full line up of podcasts, including release
dates and timings. These would be well worth a listen for interest or as a super-curricular activity.
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Your future

| can confirm that we have reserved the last week of the Summer Term for focusing on your futures.
The plans are currently being made, but the day will be tailored to your plans, with sessions from
applying to university and student finance, to understanding apprenticeships, CV writing and
interview skills. You'll be with your Tutor Group all day, and, importantly, there will be some time for a
personal discussion with your Tutor, so that we know how to best support you.

If you have logged into Unifrog recently, you may have noticed that you have been associated with
your classes and subject teachers. This is to help us organise the writing of your subject references,
which we use for university applications and future reference requests. You won't be able to see
these on Unifrog, but they will be shared with you as part of an end-of-year report in July.

Uni Taster Tuesdays

The popular series of UniTaster

Tuesday events will continue for ‘(U niTQSTerDQYS View Online

the rest of the year.

During these events, different P
guest universities deliver impartial UNI TASTER 9
sessions on important aspects of

university guidance, alongside a TUESDAYS UniTasterDays i

moderated Q&A. Events are up Weekly university guidance webinars #UTDIAG In collabgration with
to an hour in length and are
hosted at 9.30am, 1 2pm and Guest universities — QRA — Tuesdays at 9.30am, 12pm and 3pm A

3pm every Tuesday, with
different topics and subjects
each week. Bookings for future webinars, as well as recordings and resources from events previously
hosted are now available on the new UniTaster Tuesday event hub at:
https://www.unitasterdays.com/tuesdays

In addition to general university guidance topics such as personal statements and student finance,
subject specific events are available here too, including an infroduction to studying Medicine, Law
and Engineering.

Discover University — University of Exeter

The University of Exeter's programme continues this month — details of all of their events are below.
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The University of Exeter will be supporting students, parents/guardians, teachers and advisers over

the coming months through various digital platforms. Join us in supporting students to make

informed decisions about their future

Coming up in June

P'“"?"T‘,‘,, Title Time Suitable for

1st - 5th Facebook Climate Change - numerous lectures Various Years 9-13 students
delivered throughout the week

Facebook Student Life Presentation 2pm 12 students
wis/guardians

Facebook UCAS Process 2pm Year 124
parents/quardians

8th - 12th Facebook Living Prospectus Week - Live Q&A with 12-1pm & Years 9-13 students
ocurrent students 4-5pm

Planning your next steps Conference - 1-3pm
Univorsities of Bath, Cardiff & Exeter
www . ax ac ukisgeonferences

Facebook Parentw/Guardians Q8A Bpm Parents/Guardians

Facebook Don't forget about Brexit - numerous lectures Vanous Yeors 9-13 students
delivered throughou! the week

Facebook Considering the University of Exeter 2pm Year 12 students
parents/guardians
Facebook Writing a parsonal statement 2pm Yoar 12 students, teacher

parenis/guardians

Facebook UCAS Process 2pm

Zoom Accessing new subjects Conference - 1-3pm
Universities of Bath, Cardiff & Exeter
www.ex.ac ullisgeonferences

Facebook Parents/Guardians Q8A 6pm Parents/G

25th Facebook Student Life Presentation 2pm Year 12 students, teachers
parents/guardians
30th Facebook Wriling a Personal Statement 2pm Year 12 students, teachers

parents/guardians

O O cowonvnie @ ucomtrsy  puccpry  [BEF

Visit our webpages for downloadable resources GROUP Gold

exeter.ac.uk/teachers
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