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Dear Parents and Carers 

Welcome back following the half term break.  It has been wonderful to see students 

return with such enthusiasm, purpose and positivity.  This week I have led the assemblies 

celebrating the College's achievement of the Character Education Mark, a recognition 

that reflects our commitment to developing young people of strong character who 

embody our core values of Respect, Aspiration, Integrity and Compassion.  This 

achievement is a testament to the collective efforts of our students, staff and wider 

community, and we are incredibly proud of the culture that continues to flourish across 

the College. 

We were also delighted to host our Student Leadership Welcome Event, bringing 

together students and their families to formally recognise and celebrate the 

appointment of our Student Leaders for 2026/27.  The evening provided an opportunity 

to acknowledge the achievements of these students and officially welcome them into 

their leadership roles.  Through their service to the College community, our student 

leaders will champion our values, helping to shape opportunities for their peers and 

contributing positively to College life.  We look forward to seeing them lead with 

confidence, integrity and a strong sense of responsibility throughout the year ahead. 

I would also like to provide an update regarding water management across the 

College.  We continue to work closely with specialist contractors to monitor and 

manage our water systems.  Regular testing, maintenance and compliance checks are 

being undertaken to maintain the highest standards of safety for our students, staff and 

visitors.  Thank you for your continued patience and understanding whilst this important 

work progresses.  By working together, we will continue to ensure that the well-being of 

our community remains our highest priority. 

Looking ahead, we are excited to welcome prospective students and their families to 

our Sixth Form Open Evening on Thursday, 12 November from 5.00 - 7.00pm.  This event 

will provide an excellent opportunity for students considering their post-16 education to 

explore our Sixth Form provision, meet subject specialists, speak with current Sixth Form 

students and discover the wide range of A Level and Diploma courses available.  

Attendees will also have the opportunity to hear from the Sixth Form Team about what it 

means to be part of Ivybridge Sixth Form and the many opportunities available to our 

Level 3 students.  We look forward to showcasing our academic Sixth Form, built on 

character for flourishing futures, and to inspiring the next generation of leaders as they 

begin planning the next stage of their educational journey. 

As we move through this term, we also look forward to coming together as a College 

community to mark the annual Remembrance Parade.  This important occasion 

provides an opportunity for students and staff to reflect, remember and pay tribute to 

those who have served and sacrificed.  It is a powerful example of our values in action, 

demonstrating respect for others, compassion for those affected by conflict, integrity in 

remembering our shared history and aspiration to be active, responsible citizens within 

our community.  We look forward to commemorating this significant event together with 

the dignity and reflection it deserves. 

Yours faithfully  

Rachel Hutchinson  

Principal 


